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To consider the tenets of this religion we must first of all
remember how much more developed must be the idea of
the Godhead of an earnest Christian theologian than that
of the peasant, however devout, at the wayside shrine or
chapel. Having admitted this, we may say that Hinduism
admits of a great Deity somewhere, Ishvara, or Brahm, and
three great personae thereof, Brahma the Creator, Vishnu the
Preserver, Siva the Destroyer. Whatever great thinkers and
mystic believers may evolve and feel, popular high-caste
Hinduism, speaking very broadly, divides into two divisions.
The first embraces those who turn their daily thoughts to
Vishnu, Lord of the kindly, happy, simple side of human
life; the second to Siva, more often known as Mahadeo, the
Great God, who because he destroys also creates, and who
is recognized as that portion of the Godhead who controls
all the more active, energetic ways of life. The low-caste
Hindus worship a vast pantheon of ancient and local gods,
admissible as but a local and lesser conception of the real Gods
who are the personae of Brahm. To both great divisions the
conception of Karma already described is common.

In all Hinduism everything to do with birth, creation,
procreation and the organs of reproduction of man and
beast are revered and symbolic. To every form of the God-
head is also a female side, representing those attributes of
the particular persona which may be imagined feminine. In
certain aspects of Hindu life the emblems of sex symbolism
are very prominent, and produce on the temples of Mahadeo
those carvings of which Lyall has sung:

The organs of birth and the circlet of bones,
And the light loves carved on the temple stones.

These I have tried to describe more completely elsewhere.1

But whether a Hindu be a follower of Vishnu or of Siva,

there is no rule of belief.   If you are a Hindu you do what

Hindus do, but you need not be religious, and you are born

to your position.   Certain laws of life, such as child marriage

1 The Religions and Hidden Cults of India,   Sampson, Low and Marston.